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Abstract:

Creativity, critical thinking, entrepreneurial ability, twenty first century skills — these
are all things that are now needed in the classroom of today and the future.

When people are asked to define creativity, the overwhelming response is that it has
to do with something new, and with the imagination, and with thinking. Many people
also feel that it is something that can be taught, and that schools manage to kill it.

There is also the feeling that creativity rests on the shoulders of a chosen few, and
those mainly in the arts. Or that it is something you are ‘born with’. Yet, the ability to
create is innate in every human being, and the drive to create something underlies
all activities.

Creativity is, in my opinion, nothing more nor less than the ability to manipulate your
environment in some manner. And that is what being human is all about — we
manipulate things around us all the time. Solving problems, cooking a meal,
rearranging a room or writing a new app — these are all examples of creativity at
work.

Participants will have a chance to test their own creativity, since it is crucial that a
teacher understands whatever he or she wants to share with students. Workshop
participants will then have a chance to discuss various definitions of creativity and
the implications of each, and examine some suggestions about how creativity can be
implemented in the EFL classroom.
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