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Looking at Teacher Talk Through
The Johari Window
By Jocelyn Wright

f you monitor your teacher talk or have the chance

to observe other teachers around you and attend
carefully to their speech, you might be surprised at
what you hear! Even experienced teachers
occasionally produce what is commonly referred to as
semantic noise (Shannon & Weaver, 1949) in the
field of communications. This kind of noise, which is
most likely to be problematic if working with low-
level learners, is essentially language that interferes
with listener comprehension in an exchange.

Yet, to maximize language learning in
communicative language classrooms, one key
teaching goal should be to provide students with
comprehensible input (Krashen, 1982). At the same
time, another aim is to place learners at the center of
activity and to get them producing the target language
(Swain, 1985). To promote authentic language
learning opportunities given often limited contact
hours, teachers are, therefore, encouraged to focus
both to the quality and quantity of their teacher talk.

Researchers have long argued that much classroom
interaction, characterized by numerous pedagogical
functions (e.g., explaining, commanding, questioning,
modeling, giving feedback, etc.), does not genuinely
reflect real-world communication. As  such,
improving on these aspects is essential.

In this workshop, we will focus on one common
function: giving instructions. After doing a practice
exercise, we will discuss what verbal and non-verbal
characteristics contribute to their effectiveness. Then,

with the aid of a peer observer, we will reflect on our
output. To do this, we will primarily use a model
called The Johari Window (Luft, 1969). This
exploratory tool, originally designed for the
development of interpersonal communication skills,
lends itself well to collaborative reflective practice. A
follow-up self-transcription proof-listening activity
(adapted from Lynch, 2001) will also be proposed.

(Continued on page 3.)

THE PRESENTER

Jocelyn Wright works in the Department of English
Language and Literature at Mokpo National
University. She has an honor’s degree in linguistics, a
master’s degree in education, and is also CELTA
certified. Besides Korea,
she has taught in Canada,
the Dominican Republic,
and France.  Jocelyn
actively serves KOTESOL,
as both a Gwangju-
Jeonnam Chapter officer
and as a facilitator of the
local Reflective Practice
Special Interest  Group
(RP-SIG). These activities
are in keeping with her
keen interest in the areas of professional development
and teacher training.

(Jocelyn Wright is speaking on using the JahariWindow model
for improving teacher talk at the August 9th Gwangju-Jeonnam
KOTESOL Chapter meeting at Chosun University.)
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B Joining Korea TESOL

Who May Join: English teachers of any level or nationality are eligible to join KOTESOL. We welcome native
and non-native speakers teaching at primary schools, secondary schools, language institutes, colleges
and universities, and other organizations. University students may join as student members.

What Memberships Types Are Available?
¢ Regular 1-Year Membership (40,000 won).
¢ Lifetime Membership (400,000 won). Student and International Membership options are also available.

How to Join: Apply by using the online membership form at http://www.koreatesol.org/. On the front page,
click on “Join KOTESOL” in the menu, and follow the directions.
Alternately, paper membership application and renewal forms are available at Chapter meetings for
those who prefer making a hard-copy application with Chapter assistance.

Membership payment may be made by:
e Bank transfer to KOTESOL: Korea Exchange Bank account number 630-006952-841
e Payment in cash to the Chapter Membership Officer at a Chapter Meeting
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COLLABORATIVE WORKSHOP

Eyes on Lesson Plans & Hands-on Lesson Planning

Following on the success of our June
collaborative workshop (What Every EFL
Teacher Should Know...), this collaborative
workshop will first look briefly at lesson plans, what
they may contain, and how they may be prepared.
Next the group will be divided up into four small
groups, each working on the preparation of a lesson
plan for a different learner age group and different
and different proficiency level.

Each small group will be given the same topic for
the lesson and must collaborate to put together an
appropriate lesson plan for their learner level
(elementary, grade 5; middle school, grade 2; high
school, grade 2; university, sophomore). After each
small group has completed preparation of their
lesson, they will present it to the whole group for
further analysis and discussion. In addition to
providing an array of views on how a lesson can be
devised, this workshop will show how the same
language focus can be developed to be appropriate
for different learner proficiency and age levels.

Facilitated by Dr. David Shaffer

THE PRESENTER

David E. Shaffer (PhD Linguistics) is a long-time
educator in Korea and long-time KOTESOL
member. He is a professor at Chosun University,
teaching English majors in the graduate and
undergraduate programs. Dr. Shaffer is the author of
several books on learning English as well as on
Korean language, customs, and poetry. His present
academic interests include professional development,
and young learner and extensive reading research, as
well as loanwords and effective teaching techniques.
Within KOTESOL, Dr. Shaffer is presently National
Publications Committee Chair, and a member of
several committees, including the International and
National Conference Committees, in addition to
being Chapter president. He is the recipient of
numerous KOTESOL awards and father of two
KOTESOL members.

(David Shaffer is facilititing the collaborative workshop of
lesson planning at the August 9th Gwangju-Jeonnam
KOTESOL Chapter meeting at Chosun University.)

Reflective Practice SIG Session: Critical Incidents

Life is full of twists and turns, and so is our
teaching! Unplanned and unanticipated events in our
lives and in our teaching affect us in notable ways
and, if seen as significant, can lead to important and
interesting changes in our practice. In our August

Looking at Teacher Talk...

(Continued from page 1.)

This three-step routine, consisting of simulation,
interactive paired feedback, and more careful
analysis is specifically intended to contribute to a
greater awareness of teacher talk and provide new
insights that will lead to improved classroom
performance. More generally, though, it is hoped
that these noticing and reflection techniques will be
applied to ongoing professional development efforts
and, possibly, future action research projects.

RP meeting, we will try to reflect back on some of
these critical incidents and discuss how they have
shaped and continue to influence us and the
decisions we make as teachers. This session is
facilitated by Jocelyn Wright.

References

Krashen, S. (1982). Principles and Practice in Second
Language Acquisition. Oxford, England: Pergamon Press.

Luft, J. (1969). Of Human Interaction. Palo Alto, CA: National
Press Books.

Lynch, T. (2001). Seeing what they meant: Transcribing as a
route to noticing. ELT Journal, 55(2), 124-132.

Shannon, C. E., & Weaver, W. (1949). The Mathematical
Theory of Communication. Urbana, IL: University of
Ilinois Press.

Swain, M. (1985). Communicative competence: Some roles of
comprehensible input and output in its development. In S.
Gass & C. Madden (Eds.), Input in Second Language
Acquisition (pp. 235-253). Rowley, MA: Newbury House.



August 2014

The Gwangju Communicator

Gwangju-Jeonnam KOTESOL August Chapter Meeting

B Time: Saturday, August 9, 2014, 1:45—5:00 p.m.
B Place: Chosun University Main Building (Gwangju), 4th Floor, Room 4211

B Schedule
1:45 pm: Sign-in and Meet-and-Greet

2:00 - 2:50 pm: FEATURED PRESENTATION

(Admission is free. Future membership is welcomed.)

Looking at Teacher Talk Through The Johari Window
Jocelyn Wright (Mokpo National University)

2:50 - 3:10 pm: Refreshment Break

3:10 - 4:25 pm: COLLABORATIVE WORKSHOP

Eyes on Lesson Plans & Hands-on Lesson Planning

Dr. David E. Shaffer (Chosun University)

4:30 pm: Announcements / Drawing for Door Prizes / Closing

e After-meeting dinner at The First Alleyway.

Reflective Practice Morning Meeting

11:00 AM, August 9, 2014 at Chosun University Starbucks (2nd floor) near the “back gate.”
Topic: Critical Incidents. Facilitated by Jocelyn Wright.
For venue or other information, please join our Facebook group (Reflective Practice SIG Gwangju-
Jeonnam) or contact Jocelyn Wright (jocelynmnu@yahoo.com).

Upcoming Chapter Events

September 13, 2014. Chapter Meeting
All-New Language Games for the EFL Classroom
Jacob Boer (EPIK, Samgak Elementary School)
Teaching Portfolios for Professional Development
Tyson Vieira (Jeollanamdo Language Program)

Upcoming KOTESOL Events

October 3, 2014
KOTESOL-KAFLE Pre-Conference Workshops
Strand 1: Young Learners; Strand 2: Adults;
Strand 3: Professional Development
COEX Convention Center, Samseong-dong, Seoul

Upcoming Korea ELT Events

2014 MEESO Conference
Innovative English Education in the 21st Century:
Creative Convergence Pedagogy
August 22, 2014; Myongji University, Seoul

2014 KAMALL Conference
Technology for Self-Directed Language Learning
September 20, 2014; HUFS, Seoul

2014 ALAK International Conference
Applied Linguistics in the Era of Multiculturalism

September 13. End-of-Summer Outdoor Dinner
5:30-9:00 pm. BIG Self-bar restaurant.
Downtown location, near Hwanggeum-dong Int.
Past Gwangju Post Office, past The First Nepal,
towards the Gwangju River, and on the right.
Family fun; camping theme. See Chapter website.

October 4-5, 2014
KOTESOL International Conference
Embracing Change: Blazing New Frontiers
Through Language Teaching.
COEX Convention Center, Seoul

September 27, 2014, Konkuk University, Seoul

2014 PKETA International Conference
Innovative and Renovative Inquiries in ELT:
Materials Development
October 18, 2014; Pukyong Natl. University, Busan

DisCog 2014 Autumn Conference
Grammar, Pragmatics, and Social Interaction
October 25, 2014; SungKwunKwan Univ., Seoul



